
If you’re not yet aware of the Mpls Photo Center, you likely will be soon. The member-based, public-friendly 
center for all things photography—from classrooms, darkrooms and a digital lab to walls of exhibition 
space—has teamed with David Little, curator of photographs for one of the region’s most esteemed muse-
ums: Minneapolis Institute of Arts. The result is an arresting collection of portraits on exhibit at MPC 
throughout the month of January, with an opening reception the evening of January 8 from 6 to 9 p.m. 

“Their programming is outstanding,” Little says of MPC when asked why he chose to work with the relatively 
underground art scene up-and-comer. “And so is their education space. I like that an amateur as well as a 
professional can learn there. It’s luxurious but not intimidating. And it’s workshop-quality.”

Mpls Photo Center’s Call for Portraits drew more than 200 entries, many from within Minnesota but many 
more from around the United States and from countries as far as Sweden and Australia. Of these, Little 
chose 84 portraits for exhibition, bestowing top honors on the best three—with �rst, second and third place 
cash awards. These awards went to Joseph Holmes of New York, Donald Clark of Minn., and Bruce Morton of 
Ill. respectively. 

The decision for MPC to team with Little was an easy one. Before being appointed MIA’s curator of photo-
graphs, Little served as an associate director for the Whitney Museum of American Art, and was director of 
adult and academic programs at New York’s Museum of Modern Art. Here in Minneapolis he sees one of his 
roles as supporting the city’s photography community, something central to the mission of MPC and 
another natural reason for the collaboration.  

Still, you won’t �nd a Minnesota theme in this exhibition. Little was asked to leave his curatorial mark, and 
leave it he did. 

“Don’t look for conceptual pieces,” he says. “Part of my process—and I’ve looked at millions of 
photographs—is ‘no preconceptions’.” 

Though he does not describe himself as a photographer, Little acknowledges how di�cult it is to distin-
guish one’s own portraiture from a crowd of other work. In selecting for this show, Little started by identify-
ing the best work, then reviewing any additional entries from photographers who had work among those 
entries he had deemed the best. This helped Little get a better sense for which photographers had a consis-
tent awareness of what makes photographs work, versus those who may have gotten lucky. 

Certainly those photographers whose portraits are among the 84 chosen would count themselves as lucky, 
whatever their awareness. The competition was steep. Little himself feels lucky to have juried such strong 
images—the three award winners especially. 

“They’re all very smart, with great clarity, character and setting,” he says. 

To witness the clarity brought by Little to this lineup of characters in a setting unlike any other, you’ll have to 
visit Mpls Photo Center for yourself, whether on opening night or anytime during January. Admission is free. 
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